Structure and function of the ATPase-ATP synthase complex of mitochondria as compared to chloroplasts and bacteria.
An overview of the structure and function of the mitochondrial ATPase-ATP synthase complex is presented. Attempts are made to identify the analogies and differences between mitochondrial, chloroplastic and bacterial complexes. The relatively more precise information available on the structure of the E. coli enzyme is used to try and understand the apparently more complex structure of the mitochondrial enzyme. Recent ideas on the mechanism of ATP hydrolysis and ATP synthesis will be summarized.